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MECHANICAL BULL
T O D AY
The Student Programming Board 
will sponsor a mechanical bull rid-
ing from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. in the 
Student Union Plaza. 
MISSISSIPPIAN
T H E  D A I L Y
M o n d a y ,  n o v e M b e r  1 ,  2 0 1 0  |  v o l .  9 9 ,  n o .  4 9
REBEL RADIO 92.1 
LIVE REMOTE
T U E S D AY
UM’s own Rebel Radio will host a 
live remote in front of  the Student 





O P I N I O N
KIPP SCHOOL
L I F E S T Y L E S
AUBURN DEFEATS OLE 
MISS
S P O R T S
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The Board of Aldermen has 
heard and discussed the pro-
posal presented by the Alcohol 
Task Force.
In a special meeting held Fri-
day, The Board and Mayor Pat 
Patterson decided that unless 
the aldermen decide to place 
the item on a future agenda 
for vote, the issue will be left 
alone.  
“We have spent hours upon 
hours looking at this, and to 
my knowledge we have ex-
hausted it. Tuesday night if 
someone wants to make a mo-
tion, I’ll certainly entertain it 
and if someone wants to sec-
ond, then I will certainly honor 
it and open it to discuss it and 
go forward,” Patterson said in 
the meeting. 
“Bar that, I don’t intend to 
put it on the agenda unless y’all 
bring it up. I just don’t know 
what more we can do. Either 
we need to vote to have Sunday 
alcohol sales or not and leave it 
as we have it.”
Patterson said that his prefer-
ence was they have a great town 
and they have handled the situ-
ation as well as they can.
“Our problems are not the 
recited Water Valleys, Tupelos 
and Starkvilles, these problems 
are unique to us,” he said. “Ev-
erything that makes me oppose 
Sunday alcohol sales, let me tell 
you something in public once 
and for all, it is not a moral is-
sue for me, I think its more of a 
vision for your town and that’s 
how we’re going to handle it 
going forward.”
Several of the aldermen agree 
with the mayor on the topic. 
“This is a nice town and if I 
didn’t like it I would move,” 
Ulysses “Coach” Howell, Ward 
IV, said. “I don’t want it to 
be like Batesville or Tupelo 
or Starkville, I want it to be a 
unique town. We do things dif-
ferent here and we don’t follow 
suit.”
Ernest “E.O.” Oliver, Ward II, 
agreed and said he had received 
many opinions from both sides 
of the debate and can see both 
sides. However, he added that 
it was going to be a tough de-
cision whatever they decided 
upon and someone wasn’t go-
ing to be happy with it.
Not all of the Aldermen were 
completely against the issue. 
Some were torn on their deci-
sion. 
“We all have a vision for Ox-
ford and mine kind of shifts, 
because I don’t want to have a 
situation like we do on Friday 
and Saturday nights on the 
Square on Sundays, yet there 
are a lot of people in town, not 
just visitors, but citizens who 
would like to go to out,” Dr. 
Janice Antonow. Ward III, said. 
“It can be a nice quiet atmo-
sphere where people are having 
brunch then going back out and 
having dinner and I think that 
the chance for this split time 
was very innovative on their 
(Alcohol Task Force) part and it 
might make a possible bad situ-
ation happen where people stay 
and watch football games while 
hanging from the rafters.”
One of the major issues con-
cerning Sunday sales that was 
discussed during the meeting 
was the differentiation between 
a bar and a restaurant. 
According to Patterson there is 
a law that requires an establish-
ment that holds on a premises 
permit license to sell a gross 
volume of 25 percent in food 
sales.
“I don’t think we can effectively 
go the audit route and I’m also 
going to be very careful here 
not to name any establishments 
around here. But just think – 
25 percent of gross sales in food 
is a pretty high benchmark, 
and 50 percent is a very high 
benchmark, and we are either 
going to maneuver ourselves 
into closing a number of these 
establishments that we now rely 
on the state tax commission to 
enforce this law or we’re going 
to weaken the law and I don’t 
particularly like either alterna-
tive,” Patterson said.
Pope Mallette, the city attor-
ney, pointed out that to only 
audit establishments participat-
ing in Sunday sales would be 
unfair.  
“Their findings are if you want 
to do an audit you need to do it 
on everybody because we’re not 
looking at the worst problems 
on Sunday but the worst prob-
lems on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday.” Pope said.
Patterson said he thought 
they needed to leave the audit-
ing function and process to the 
state tax commission. Although 
if the city believes there is an 
establishment that needs to be 
audited they can contact the 
State Tax Commission and re-
ESPN will Ole Miss on Tuesday 
to discuss spring and summer in-
ternship opportunities with the 
company. Joe Franco, College 
Relations Manager with ESPN is 
traveling to Oxford with two staff 
members, Erica Haskell and Mary 
Beth West.
While on campus, they will meet 
with the Career Center staff, sev-
eral key faculty and administra-
tors and will visit several classes 
throughout their day-long visit to 
campus.
The highlight of their visit is a 
two-hour information session in 
the Overby Center at 6 p.m.
The first hour of the info session 
will provide a general overview of 
ESPN, along with details about 
the internship application pro-
cess. Students will be divided into 
smaller groups during the second 
hour, allowing the opportunity 
for students to meet in a more 
intimate setting with the ESPN 
staff.
Among Tuesday’s speakers will 
be Allison Croghan, a senior 
broadcast journalism major who 
interned in ESPN’s programming 
department last summer.
“I learned more than I ever could 
in the classroom,” Croghan said. 
“I worked in the programming 
department, and I was able to 
shadow 15 departments and dif-
ferent people at work. I really 
BY LANCE INGRAM
City News Editor
Board of Aldermen discuss alcohol 





The restoration project for the 
Burns Belfry Church is moving 
ahead. 
At the Oct. 19 Board of Alder-
men meeting, Mayor Pat Pat-
terson awarded a contract with 
Howard and Associates to com-
plete phase two of the church’s 
restoration. The project began 
almost nine years ago. 
Phase two involves six to eight 
months of construction.
Katrina Hourin, Oxford city 
planner, said this phase consists 
of new sheetrock, windows, 
doors, plumbing, landscaping, 
repainting of the bricks and 
construction of a small storage 
building located at the rear of 
the site. 
“This building will house the 
Burns Belfry Heritage Center 
and will contain educational 
and cultural programming and 
historical collections that will 
educate the community and 
other visitors of the history of 
Oxford-Lafayette County,” she 
said.
The United States Department 
of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment awarded an economic 
initiative grant of $500,000 for 
the project. This phase of the 
restoration process is scheduled 
to be finished by 2011. 
The Burns Methodist Epis-
copal Church was originally 
Oxford’s first black church, es-
BY MARIDANE HEWES
The Daily Mississippian
Burns  Church Restoration makes progress
See ALCOHOL, PAGE 4 See ESPN, PAGE 4
See BURNS, PAGE 5
Courtesy ESPN
ELIZABETH BEAVER | The Daily Mississippian
WALK WITH THE 
CHANCELLOR
Walk with Chancellor Dan Jones. 
Lyceum Circle, 4 p.m. In case of  
rain, the walk will be held in the 
Tad Smith Coliseum.
PIZZA WALK
The Staff  Council will host a Pizza 
Walk from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. in 
the Student Union Plaza. 
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BY JOSH CLARK 
Cartoonist
After the Rebels’ third-straight 
loss, a few things have become glar-
ingly obvious.
One: Injuries and lack of experi-
ence means our defense is not very 
good. 
Two: Injuries and lack of experi-
ence means our offensive line is not 
very good either. 
Three: Jeremiah Masoli is trying 
to do way too much on his own. 
The first two points are just some-
thing you have to live with after 
graduating a class that included 
defenders like Greg Hardy (now of 
the Carolina Panthers), Kendrick 
Lewis (Kansas City Chiefs), Cas-
sius Vaughn (Denver Broncos), 
Marshay Green, Emmanuel Ste-
phens, Marcus Tillman and Patrick 
Trahan, and offensive linemen like 
John Jerry (Miami Dolphins), Reid 
Neely and Daverin Geralds. 
The third point, however, can’t be 
so easily explained. 
We weren’t even sure Masoli 
would be allowed on the field this 
season until less than a week before 
the first game. And now, the entire 
offense has been restructured to be 
the Jeremiah Masoli Show. 
The problem with that is there 
are playmakers and a workhorse on 
this offense that aren’t getting their 
due, and they’re losing because of 
it. 
In the Rebels’ three wins and 
the embarrassing week-one loss 
– which can’t possibly be blamed 
on the offense – Brandon Bolden 
averaged 16.5 carries per game. He 
took those carries for an average 
of 118 yards, including two 100-
yard games and a career-high 228 
against Fresno State. 
In the Rebels four SEC losses, 
Bolden has averaged 9.25 carries 
per game. Meanwhile, Jeremiah 
Masoli has carried the ball the most 
times for the Rebels in all four loss-
es, with the exception of Alabama 
in which he and Bolden both led 
with 10 carries. 
Bolden is averaging 5.7 yards per 
carry on the season. Masoli is aver-
aging 4.8. Bolden has seven rushing 
scores on the season, including two 
against Auburn in only six carries, 
compared to Masoli’s three rushing 
scores on the season, including 14 
carries for 29 yards and no scores 
against Auburn. 
It doesn’t take a physics major to 
figure out who you want to be car-
rying the ball for you. 
In the passing game, Masoli’s 
completion percentage of 57.1, 
181 yards per game, and 11 touch-
downs to seven interceptions is far 
from impressive. 
But after back-to-back perfor-
mances against Fresno State and 
Kentucky that had Bolden looking 
like an All-SEC shoe-in, the coach-
ing staff apparently decided over 
the bye week that the best thing to 
do was drop back in the shotgun 
all game and try to pretend that we 
are Oregon. Now that we’ve got 
their quarterback, and, according 
to the jumbotron, their “O” logo, 
we might as well steal their offen-
sive game plan.
There are two major problems 
with that plan: One, Oregon runs 
a super-fast no huddle system 
that keeps defenses tired and con-
fused. Two, their offense is full of 
lightning-fast playmakers, and they 
spread the ball to all of them with 
the spread option.
Ole Miss doesn’t run the no-hud-
dle, and Masoli has made it clear 
the last three weeks, when given 
the choice, he’s going to keep the 
ball. His three choices in the spread 
option seem to be: quarterback 
keeper for a short gain, quarterback 
keeper for no gain and quarterback 
keeper for a loss. 
And on the rare occasion he does 
hand it off, Bolden scampers for a 
20-yard score, or Jeff Scott takes it 
83 yards to the end zone.
Through the first five games, the 
Rebels averaged 37.2 points per 
game. Granted, those five games 
were powderpuff compared to the 
SEC West, but the Rebels have av-
eraged only 21.6 points per game 
in the three weeks since our of-
fense’s Duck restructuring plan. 
We still have a shot at a bowl. But 
if we want to get there, we have 
to get the ball in Bolden and the 
other running backs’ hands and 
out of Masoli’s as much as we can, 
because the Jeremiah Masoli Show 
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662-236-3030
1603 W. JACKSON AVE.
Soccer referee training
TOMORROW at the Turner
Center at 7p.m.
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY
Come by Turner 212 or 








Get up and get ready for your week, come to 
Nailthology to get your nails looking sweet!
The Study of Nails by Chris Le & Steve Le
9:30 am - 7:00 pm
Monday  - Saturday
The University of Mississippi School of Law is hosting the 29th Annual 
Pre-law Day on Friday, November 12, 2010.  The program will begin 
at 9:00 am and will conclude with a complimentary luncheon for all 
participants.  If you are interested in learning more about the Ole Miss 
Law School and the Admissions process, you may register for this event 
on the Ole Miss Law School website at www.law.olemiss.edu.  Advance 
registration is required no later than November 5.  Please contact the 
Admissions Office if you have additional questions at 915-6910.
Interested in Law School?







at 5:30 to 6:00 P.M. Monday 
through Friday.
Go to theDMonline.com 
and click ‘NEWSWATCH LIVE’
One of my favorite movies of all 
times is “Dr. Strangelove.” 
At the end of the movie, with the 
threat of nuclear annihilation im-
minent, one of the characters starts 
to talk about how we need to have 
more mine shafts than the Russians 
in order to win. 
He proclaims, “We cannot allow a 
mine shaft gap!” This example typi-
fied the latter half of the 20th cen-
tury, with our ceaseless competition 
with the Russians. 
Since the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, we have lost one of those ex-
ternal pressures that forces us to ac-
tion. Yet 20 years later it seems like 
another contender has stepped for-
ward to challenge the U.S.: China. 
Whereas nuclear weapons were the 
race of choice in the 1950s, now the 
name of the game is supercomput-
ers. 
A supercomputer is, simply put, 
an extremely powerful computer 
used for its fast computational abili-
ties. 
Recently, China announced the 
Tianhe-1A, a supercomputer lo-
cated at the National Supercom-
puter Center. It is capable of achiev-
ing over 2.5 petaflops (for those of 
you unfamiliar with the term, it is 
a whole lot of flops) which beats 
the previous record of 2.3 held by 
an American supercomputer at the 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory in 
Tennessee. 
So, why are supercomputers im-
portant? 
Apart from being insanely pow-
erful computers, they represent 
technological innovation. The fact 
that the United States has lost its 
title means we need to step up our 
game. 
Supercomputers can have a large 
number of uses, from health re-
search to cyber defense capabilities. 
Now, I do not want to fall into the 
trap of sounding fear-mongering 
when discussing cyber warfare, but 
it is no secret that China has been 
building their cyber forces up over 
the past decades. 
A lot of American networks, pri-
vate and governmental, are suscep-
tible to cyber attacks.  If we do not 
start investing in our own computer 
infrastructure, then we fall behind 
both in scientific progress and in 
military defense. 
The personal computer and the 
Internet are very much American 
creations. But we have been content 
to sit on the sidelines and let the rest 
of the world pass us by in the realm 
of technological advancements. 
Now I am not arguing for a return 
to a Cold War mentality and enter 
into another “arms race” with other 
countries over computing power, 
but we cannot allow a supercom-
puter (or other technological ad-
vancements) gap. 
The United States needs to start 
focusing on the science and engi-
neering education, without it we 
are doomed to mediocrity. 
It is important that we continue to 
innovate and not simply sit on our 
laurels. 
Technological progress will con-
tinue to increase exponentially (just 
think of the changes from 2000 to 
2010), meaning that if we fall be-
hind for only a few years, we have 
already been left in the dust. 
At the end of the day, this may be 
good for the United States. 
Without a competitor to gauge 
our progress, we tend to not push 
ourselves as far. 
Hopefully, this renewed sense 
of competition, even if it is in the 
realm of powerful computers, will 
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GARRETT, FRIDAY & GARNER, PLLC
Preston Ray Garrett
(662) 281-0438
1205 Office Park Drive, Oxford, MS 38655 
The above listing of these areas does not indicate certification of expetise herein.
Let our legal team work for you.
DUI DEFENSE
Congratulations 
to the New Members of 
Kappa Kappa
Gamma 
We Wish Them the 
Best of Luck!!!
Across From Applebees
Drive Thru • Checks
Credit Cards • Charge Accounts • Gift Cards
quest an audit on the establish-
ment, according to Pope. 
“I don’t want businesses out of 
business just because we want 
to check somebody,” John Mor-
gan, alderman at large, said. “I 
wish there was a way we could 
say if you want to open on Sun-
day we’re going to check you.”
At the Oct. 19 meeting, the Al-
cohol Task Force presented four 
recommendations to the Board 
of Aldermen for Sunday alcohol 
sales: those establishments with 
an alcohol license to be subject 
to audit, the city seek permis-
sion by state to sell alcohol on 
Sundays, businesses only be per-
mitted to sell between specified 
times and convenience stores be 
allowed to sell at room tempera-
ture. 
None of the recommendations 
made by the task force were de-
cided upon to be put onto the 
agenda for the Nov. 2 meeting. 
The aldermen have until the 
beginning of the meeting to 
request to add an issue to the 
agenda.
ALCOHOL, 
continued from page 1
got a feel for what the industry 
is like.”
Croghan, however, is not the 
only Ole Miss student with in-
ternship experience at ESPN.
Recent graduate Thomas Mc-
Kee interned this past summer 
after graduating in May, and he 
now works for the company full-
time.
Toni Avant, from the Ole Miss 
Career Center, says business ca-
sual attire is recommended for 
those who choose to attend, and 
students should bring a copy 
of their resume to the informa-
tion session. She also advises to 
research ESPN in advance of 
the visit and prepare a good list 
of questions to ask related to 
their respective internship(s) of 
choice. 
ESPN internships are offered 
in the fall and spring semesters, 
in addition to the summer. The 
internship program lasts for ten 
weeks, 40 hours a week, which 
includes nights and weekends.
Internship opportunities are 
primarily located in the Bristol, 
Conn. and New York with lim-
ited opportunities available at 
other locations, including Los 
Angeles.
To be eligible, you must be cur-
rently enrolled as a college stu-
dent, and be within 12 months 
of graduation. The deadline for 
spring internship applications 
is Nov. 15, while summer in-
ternships will be posted in early 
December with a Feb. 15, 2011 
deadline for applications.
Last year, there were over 10,000 
applicants for 88 internship posi-
tions, but Croghan says to not be 
intimidated by this overwhelm-
ing number or the awe of ESPN.
“If you have the experience, 
you’re passionate about sports 
and you really want to succeed, 
then people are going to give you 
a chance,”  Croghan said.  
ESPN, 
continued from page 1

































































































Welcome Home, Baby Pandas!
 Loves Our New Pledge Class! 
The Oxford Conference of 
Sustainable Design kicks off 
with their first event today. 
The conference will start 
with a public town hall 
meeting on Monday evening 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Lyric 
Theatre in Oxford. 
On Wednesday, the confer-
ence will conclude with the 
American Institute of Archi-
tects (AIA) presenting their 
“Community Plan Final Pre-
sentation” for Oxford. 
In collaboration with the 
AIA, Oxford will welcome 
experts in fields central to 
the green movement, includ-
ing transportation, natural 
resources and urban design.
The idea behind the con-
ference is for the City to 
lead by example to encour-
age businesses and individu-
als to examine ways they 
can live and operate in a 
less environmentally-taxing 
manner.
CONFERENCE FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DESIGN BEGINS TODAY
Monday, November 1:
5:30 p.m., public Town Hall meeting
Tuesday, November 2:
9 a.m.-10:30 a.m., at Oxford-University Methodist Church 
Activities Center
Land Use and Community Planning
Green Infrastructure and Environment
Transportation, Bicycle, and Pedestrian Planning
10:30 a.m.-12 p.m., at Oxford-University Methodist Church 
Activities Center
Urban Design and Gateways
Wednesday, November 3:
6:30 p.m., City Hall second floor courtroom
AIA will present “Community Plan Final Presentation” for 
Oxford
tablished in 1869 by former 
slaves. The church’s original 
name was Sewell Chapel but 
was renamed in 1900. 
John Grisham bought the 
building to use as his office 
years after the congregation 
changed locations. 
When Grisham moved to 
Virginia, he donated it to 
the Oxford-Lafayette County 
Heritage Foundation with in-
tentions for them to turn the 
building into a museum and 
cultural center for the black 
community.
Before the renovation began, 
the building was in a state of 
extreme deterioration. 
The brick veneer was not 
correctly tied to the wooden 
frame behind it, the studs were 
rotting from the bottom up, 
the roofing needed constant 
upkeep and all of the building 
systems needed to be replaced. 
In response to Mississippi’s 
Heritage Trust listing Oxford 
as one of the Mississippi’s 
Ten Most Endangered Places, 
the Oxford-Lafayette County 
Heritage Foundation’s web-
site replied, “Keeping this one 
building in its original archi-
tectural style and renovating 
it for practical use will be a 
decisive and powerful step in 
preserving this (Oxford) en-
dangered place.” 
BURNS, 
continued from page 1
A former Mississippi businessman is back in 
custody after six months as a fugitive.
The Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal says 
58-year-old Wendell Blount, of Oxford, was 
arrested late Thursday by federal marshals in 
Baton Rouge, La. A federal jury convicted 
Blount on April 23 on a vehicular manslaugh-
ter charge in the death of Dutch journalist Es-
ther Hageman.
Hageman was killed as she rode a bicycle on 
the federal Natchez Trace Parkway near Hous-
ton, Miss., on April 22, 2009. Prosecutors al-
leged that Blount was driving under the influ-
ence of morphine.
Authorities said Blount escaped from moni-
tored house arrest earlier this year while await-
ing sentencing. He faces up to 33 years in pris-
on on the manslaughter conviction.
Man convicted of killing bicyclist apprehended
ASSOC IATED  PRESS
Wake up on the right side of the news
thedmonline.com~ ~
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LIFESTYLES
11/4: Robert Earl Keen with 
Randy Rogers Band 
and Reckless Kelly
11/5: Of  Montreal with
           Janelle Monae
11/13: Wolf Parade
12/2: Old 97’s 
with Hayes Carll
WEST HELENA, Ark. -- Roy 
Williams attended West Helena 
public schools for seven years. He 
didn’t study. He didn’t read well. He 
didn’t care. In fifth grade, his teachers 
put him in special education.
“They said I couldn’t do it,” Wil-
liams said. “They said I couldn’t do 
the work the other kids were do-
ing.”
Then a KIPP (Knowledge Is Power 
Program) school, an academically 
intensive public charter school that is 
part of a network of 82 spread across 
the nation, opened downtown. 
A KIPP teacher told Williams he 
should enroll. 
“He showed me if I keep going 
down this path, I’m going to be in 
jail, or on the streets or somewhere 
like that, so I took his advice,” Wil-
liams said.
His mother agreed and, unlike 
many others in her position, took 
the opportunity to advance her son.
Now, Williams is a voracious 
learner. Since he’s been in KIPP, his 
standardized math test scores have 
jumped from “below basic” to “ad-
vanced.” Every year his teachers 
pulled him forward. His English 
scores crept from below basic to ba-
sic to proficient.
Now in 11th grade, he is aiming 
for a mechanical engineering degree 
from the U.S. Naval Academy. Once 
just another discipline dilemma from 
a low-income, single-parent home, 
he and hundreds like him, with the 
help of KIPP, are obliterating the no-
tion that race and economic status 
determine how well students do in 
school.
“People equate black and the Delta 
with underperforming and white 
with success,” said Scott Shirey, ex-
ecutive director of KIPP: Delta. 
He paraphrased former President 
George W. Bush, referring to the 
“soft racism of low expectations.”
West Helena, in the Arkansas Delta, 
is little different from its Mississippi 
counterparts. Its factories and eleva-
tors rust over a close, concrete desert 
at the base of the Mississippi River 
levee. Its population trickles away a 
little every year. About a third of its 
residents scrape below the poverty 
line. It too has suffered a segregated, 
troubled school district since the fed-
eral government mandated desegre-
gation 40 years ago.
But the Arkansas KIPP, with an 
enrollment of only 540, can go only 
so far to undo the decades-old prob-
lem of underachieving schools in the 
Delta. And despite its stellar record 
of turning poor black kids into high 
achievers, it isn’t likely to go any-
where in Mississippi, where a bill 
that would have cleared the way for 
KIPP to operate here was shot down 
in the 2010 legislature.
So in the struggling counties east of 
the Mississippi river, parents and stu-
dents toil virtually without choice. 
The whites go to private academies 
and the blacks go to public schools. 
With a 90 percent or more black 
student majority in most Mississippi 
Delta school districts, the racial di-
vide between the academies and the 
public schools is little different from 
the divide between white and black 
public schools before integration, ex-
cept that whites now pay both taxes 
and tuition for local education, a fact 
many begrudge. But with the mass 
depopulation of the Delta, white 
academies also are suffering from 
lack of funding.
“Each of them are seeing the fund-
ing pies grow smaller, the resources 
are getting less, but they’re not quite 
willing to come together to make 
this work,” said Ron Nurnberg, 
KIPP board member and executive 
director of Teach for America in the 
Mississippi Delta.
To answer the public education 
problem, Teach for America is con-
stantly redoubling its efforts in the 
region. In an area that consistently 
needs about 1,000 more teachers 
than it has, TFA injected 232 bright, 
young teachers into the Delta last 
year, three times the number from 
the year before. This fall, there are 
about 400 TFA teachers in Missis-
sippi, many of them in the Delta.
Teach for America’s efforts, along 
with those of others such as the 
Barksdale Reading Institute, which 
recently bankrolled a $4 million proj-
ect to put effective principals in un-
derperforming Mississippi schools, 
are working hard to bandage gaping 
wounds that opened long before in-
tegration.
For generation upon generation, 
the black culture of the Delta was 
not encouraged to value education. If 
anything, it was discouraged. Blacks 
arrived in Mississippi first as slaves, 
then as sharecroppers. Education 
was seen as a threat to undercom-
pensated labor, so they were taught 
to work hard and please their planter 
bosses.
When the farms became mecha-
nized, and later when small manu-
facturing plants uprooted for cheap-
er faraway lands, thousands of black 
people in the Delta were left without 
jobs. President Johnson’s “Great 
Society” welfare reforms swept in 
compensating the unemployed. Too 
many never saw a strong enough 
reason to get a high school diplo-
ma. Now, the dropout rate at some 
schools approaches 50 percent. Ac-
cording to a 2000 Community De-
velopment Society report, 57 percent 
of African-American adults don’t 
have an eighth-grade education.
“When you talk to parents and 
educators, they all tell you they want 
the best for their students, but they’re 
not sure how to do that or what that 
looks like because parents come from 
undereducated systems themselves,” 
Nurnberg said.
After total desegregation was forced 
upon schools from 1969 to 1971, 
the schools suffered from a sort of 
segregation hangover.
“I’m one of the few that says the 
way schools were desegregated actu-
ally had a massive negative impact 
that I don’t think we’ve recovered 
from,” Shirey said.
He said the federal government 
forced the sudden integration of en-
tire districts with no allowance for 
incremental reform, which coalesced 
resentment among those who didn’t 
want change. Thus, whites flew 
from the public schools and created 
their own racially homogenous pri-
vate academies.
Between 1969 and 1971, 40 new 
segregation academies opened across 
the Delta to absorb the herds of white 
students whose families didn’t want 
them in class with blacks. Dozens of 
white teachers fled to the academies. 
White-run school boards moved 
to cut taxes, and legislators carped 
about school funding and com-
plained of incompetent teachers. To 
this day, it remains difficult to pass a 
school bond referendum in parts of 
the Delta. Mississippi remains at or 
near the bottom in per-student edu-
cation spending.
“You create a culture of mediocrity 
and then you have failing schools, 
and you say, why do we have fail-
ing schools? Well, because we’re 
making poor hires,” Nurnberg said. 
Quality leadership, he said, work-
ing to create a culture of excellence 
in a district, is the real hope for re-
covery. Both Teach for America and 
KIPP use strict training programs to 
develop their teachers. Both provide 
advancement incentives based on 
performance, not tenure.
To some, merit-based teacher ad-
vancement is controversial. Teach for 
America and KIPP have come under 
fire for moving bright, young teach-
ers ahead of experienced teachers. 
The prospect undermines a long-
established way of doing things on 
which many teachers pin their jobs.
For example, KIPP persuaded Ar-
kansas to agree that KIPP teachers 
don’t have to be certified by the state. 
Shirey said this wasn’t the easiest 
agreement.
“What does that mean if we can 
hire non-certified teachers and have 
BY JOSEPH WILLIAMS
Special to the DM
KIPP SCHOOL
A solution spurned? KIPP’s high-energy charter schools are working wonders with underachieving minority children. But not in Mississippi.
See KIPP, PAGE 8
Courtesy of Joe Williams
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Natty Lights: $1.25




Fall Special: $5.00 Jumbo BBQ Sandwich Plate
equal or greater success? Think about 
the implications,” he said.
And, so far, KIPP’s uncertified 
teachers are outperforming the dis-
trict schools. Their student popula-
tion is 97 percent rural black. Eighty-
five percent of students are eligible 
for free or reduced lunch. Yet KIPP 
students consistently outperform the 
state on Arkansas’ standardized ex-
ams, and KIPP kids in junior high 
and high school receive marks two 
and three times as high as the local 
school district. Last year, the pro-
gram had more black students pass 
the Advanced Placement calculus 
exam than any other school in the 
state: three.
“It’s a sad number. It doesn’t make 
sense,” Shirey said.
Everyone who wants to save the 
Mississippi Delta agrees that this is 
what they need: a school populated 
with teachers who care, teachers who 
students can reach at night to help 
with homework, leaders who will 
put fire to the status quo. So why 
not KIPP?
Politics has a lot to do with it.
A bill that would have paved the 
way for a limited number of char-
ters, including KIPP schools, was of-
fered this year by Rep. Cecil Brown, 
D-Jackson, chairman of the House 
Education Committee. But it died 
in committee and Mississippi missed 
a chance to lure KIPP to the region 
that needs it most. Many black legis-
lators opposed the bill.
Instead, the legislature passed Sen-
ate Bill 2293. It allows a majority of 
families whose students are enrolled 
in a chronically at-risk school to 
petition the state for permission to 
replace that school with a new “con-
version charter school” with parents 
making up the school’s board. But in 
the Delta, where blacks are tradition-
ally suspicious of charters because of 
the long history of private academies, 
parental support is not likely to exist 
for a KIPP school to become a con-
version charter school.
State Sen. Robert Jackson, D-
Marks, whose district covers four 
north Delta counties, said he voted 
against Brown’s bill for three reasons.
First, he wasn’t satisfied with the 
way it was written. It wasn’t strict 
enough to ensure the KIPPs got 
in and underperforming charters 
didn’t. (Across the South, there are 
several examples of poorly run char-
ters that fail to teach much and rack 
up questionable expenditures.) 
Second, he was suspicious of fund-
ing. Since they are public, charter 
schools typically get some funding 
from the state. Already, too few re-
sources are divvied up among suf-
fering schools. If charters took their 
slice of the pie, it might create too big 
a drain on the delicate Delta districts, 
leaving students who aren’t enrolled 
in KIPP under even worse circum-
stances.
Third, his constituents - the vast 
majority of whom are black - are 
against it. Jackson said there’s a 
“distrust between communities. Be-
cause academies exist and the public 
schools exist, there’s a gulf between 
the communities, and so the Afri-
can-American community thinks 
charter schools are another way for 
academies to succeed.”
 Many believe charter schools 
can become Trojan horses, private 
schools cloaked as public to get more 
funding, something backers insist 
can’t happen. Jackson said KIPP is 
impressive and he’s open to charters, 
but groundwork needs to be done to 
gain public support.
“I could easily see struggling acade-
mies convert to public charter schools 
and we would have the same setup as 
in the 1960s with even less money 
for the public schools,” said Howard 
Hollings, 57, who just retired after 
nearly 20 years as an administra-
tor, nine of them as superintendent 
of West Tallahatchie High School. 
“Maybe,” he said, “after those of us 
who grew up in the time of instant 
academies are dead and gone away, 
that will change.”
Hollings, the first black member of 
the Sumner Rotary Club, started out 
in segregated schools in Yazoo Coun-
ty, using worn, outdated hand-me-
downs from white schools. He didn’t 
see a new textbook until 1968.
The total community, he said, has 
never bought into the success or the 
survival of public schools. “And the 
Delta is dying as a result.”
Too many black children arrive in 
public schools without ever having 
a parent spend time reading with 
them. They arrive already two years 
or more behind those whose more 
educated parents have read to them 
and pushed school almost from 
birth, he said. They never catch up.
As for the KIPPs and their impres-
sive record, he said, “I’d like to see 
whatever ingredients they use in-
fused into the public schools. Why 
can’t we just transfer it over? We have 
to work with all children.”
Instead of embracing KIPP, the state 
has formed a cozy relationship with 
Teach for America, which provides a 
similar per-teacher wallop. But TFA 
serves under a kind of forced frag-
mentation. Where charter schools 
are designed from the ground up, 
TFA teachers are dispersed, working 
in small packs of ideologues trying to 
achieve reforms as they go. For this 
reason, many TFA graduates move 
into KIPP or similar charter schools.
“In the district school, I felt like I 
was working hard, and maybe the 
person next to me was working, but 
the person on the other side, not so 
much, and I was sending my kids to 
a teacher that maybe was working 
hard,” said Amanda Johnson, a KIPP 
Delta school director who worked in 
public schools after graduating from 
TFA’s two-year training.
But in Mississippi, TFA is initiating 
a full-court press, flooding the district 
with TFA students and alumni. The 
group picks recruits who show am-
bition, and some manage to move 
up to become principals and admin-
istrators. By doing this, it’s attempt-
ing a state-sponsored overthrow of 
mediocrity. There are still holes to be 
filled. The Delta still doesn’t have its 
teacher needs met, and it’s far from 
filling every position with high-per-
forming teachers, but dents are being 
made.
“I don’t think charters are the single 
answer. I think they’ve created a spot-
light on new ways of doing things,” 
Nurnberg said. “It’s an experiment in 
progress, but I have full faith it can 
(work).”
TFA started moving into the Delta 
in 1996. That initial group of 32 
teachers represented one of the first 
modern education reform move-
ments in rural America.
“We didn’t have models for suc-
cess,” he said. “Everything looked 
alike, and it was this culture of me-
diocrity in my opinion. So we had 
to show ... that these kids could learn 
because there were a whole lot of 
people here who didn’t believe it was 
possible.”
Shirey echoed this account. He said 
when KIPP opened in West Helena 
eight years ago, people asked him, “ 
‘Can black kids really learn? Literally, 
can these kids really learn?’ It was a 
little bit like stepping back in time.” 
Now, 85 percent of his first graduat-
ing class is off to four-year colleges. 
The others are off to two-year col-
leges.
Nurnberg hopes to re-create this 
success in the Mississippi Delta 
through TFA. But it requires work-
ing from the inside. KIPP, being new 
and directed toward families inter-
ested in their children’s education, 
ends up with students with home 
support. One of the biggest plagues 
in Delta public schools is parents 
who don’t invest time in their chil-
dren’s education, parents who critics 
say may not be likely to invest the 
time and energy needed to support 
a KIPP child.
“What makes a difference is the 
families are engaged in the children’s 
education at KIPP,” Jackson said. 
“That makes all the difference in the 
world, and at public schools, you 
have to take what comes through the 
door, and what comes through the 
door may not be the child that has 
the parents behind them.”
Many of these parents are young. 
Mississippi is third in the nation for 
teen pregnancy, a rate many say is fed 
by welfare programs that pay single 
mothers more money for each child. 
Less than half have high school di-
plomas themselves. The challenge 
for TFA is to bring such children 
under its wing while also inciting the 
parents to become involved.
Thus, the Delta’s tortured racial his-
tory defines its suffering education 
system.
Many working to transform the 
region say that by creating effective 
public options like KIPP or a TFA-
led public school, whites will finally 
consider an integrated education. 
But everyone agrees that’s an uphill 
battle. KIPP has been garnering stag-
gering ratings in West Helena since 
it got there, but still only three per-
cent of its students are white. Whites 
donate money, Shirey said, but they 
don’t participate.
“They shake your hand, and they 
send you a donation, and they say, 
‘Y’all are doing fantastic work in 
there,’ and they’re sincere in that 
comment, but they would never 
consider putting their own kid in 
there,” he said.
But Shirey and Nurnberg believe de 
facto integration can happen. Maybe 
in 10 years, maybe in 20, but “if we 
can show that we’re building these 
models of success,” Nurnberg said, 
“white families who are spending 
their hard-earned money getting an 
inferior education are going to think, 
‘Gosh, is it economics, or do I have 
to readjust my thinking?’ ”
Meanwhile, those parents who had 
the initiative to send their students to 
KIPP in West Helena are enjoying 
the fruits of a good education. Jessica 
Amos, an 11th-grade student who 
joined KIPP in the seventh grade, 
said her mother made her go to 
KIPP. Her mother is a school coun-
selor, and she heard from her col-
leagues that junior high was where 
she’d lose her daughter.
“They kind of drift off in the op-
posite direction (after elementary 
school),” Amos said, explaining 
what her mother was told. “So she 
said she wasn’t going to let me go 
off in that direction, that she cared 
enough about my education and my 
behavior that she wanted me to be in 
an environment where I could pro-
mote myself.”
So she went to KIPP. Now she’s 
on the honor roll and, in the ninth 
grade, she got the best geometry 
score in all of Arkansas on the stan-
dardized exams, an unprecedented 
success for a single-parent black girl.
But Amos is part of a small minor-
ity. There’s little doubt many un-
derprivileged Delta students would 
thrive in KIPP, but without a home 
supportive of education, or without 
a state willing to embrace more sup-
port for charter schools, they won’t 
get the chance.
Otherwise, they enter the troubled 
public schools of the Delta where, 
Amos said, most of the leadership 
just doesn’t care.
“If your teachers don’t care, and 
they’re the ones that are supposed to 
be giving you this information, then 
it’s like, why should I care?” she said, 
adding that KIPP is the “exact op-
posite.”
But now more than ever, students 
have the chance to study under high-
performing, caring teachers planted 
like rows of cotton in Delta public 
schools. Will it be enough to turn 
around these institutions without 
starting from scratch? Can indepen-
dent teachers and principals clean 
and reform a system that many say 
is four decades in the gutter?
“It’s a matter of critical mass and 
tipping points,” Nurnberg said. And 
he, for one, is hopeful.
KIPP, 
continued from page 7
Homes for sale
FSBO: 3BR each w/ private bath. 1800 
SqFt., Great Storage, Large Fenced 
Yard, Close to Everything! $119,500. 
Call (228)217-0278 
New hOme FOR Sale OR ReNt. 
3BD/2BA. Oxford school district. Hwy 
334. (662)236-3614 
apartment for rent
1 & 2 BR apaRtmeNtS- On Orange 
Bus Route!! Unfurnished Starting at 
$545 or We Will
Make Moving Easy and Furnish Your 
Apartment for $50/mo (2BR) or $25/mo 
(1BR)! Free
Golf and other Amenities! Call The Links 
today at 662-513-4949. 
laFayette place 1BR Fully fur-
nished, Utilities included, near campus 
full kitchen, tanning beds and more, 
770/ month available mid-Dec 2010 
(228)238-7277 (228)238-7277 
1BR apaRtmeNtS $495, 2BR $585. 
The Cove Apartments. (662)234-1422. 
2 lOFtS FOR ReNt aBOve 208 Res-




Like new; lawn service included. $1100 
mo. Mature only.
662-329-1442 (662)574-0066
1, 2, 3, aND 4 BD  Houses/Duplexes 
near Square. Many with hardwood 
floors and porches. (662)234-3208. 
3BR/2 FUll Bath hOUSe FOR ReNt 
Completely renovated. $750/ mo. locat-
ed in Water Valley. 18 minutes to Ole 
Miss campus. www.fischerproperties.
net, 105 Simmons Street. (662)473-
6009 
Condo for rent
tURNBeRRy cONDOS, 3br. 2ba. Old 
Taylor Rd. Near Campus. All applianc-
es. Available Immediately. (901)239-
2267 (901)239-2267 
avaIlaBle FOR SpRINg 1BR/1BA 
condo 2 miles from campus. Internet, 
cable, lawn service, trash pickup in-
cluded. $500/ month. Pets welcomed. 
(601)506-8294 
Weekend rental
FURNISheD 3 Bedroom apt. near hos-
pital fully furnished $1000.00 per month. 
662-202-5020 
aRe yOU ReaDy?? Football week-
ends and more! Check out our availabil-
ity list online. www.oxfordtownhouse.
com (662)801-6692 
misCellaneous
pRegNaNcy teSt ceNteR Preg-
nancy Test, Limited Ultrasound, Infor-
mation on Abortion Effects, Parenting 





No Experience Necessary, Training 
Provided Call 1-800-965-6520 EXT155 
StUDeNtpayOUtS.cOm Paid Sur-
vey Takers Needed In Oxford. 100% 
FREE To Join! Click On Surveys. 
misCellaneous for sale
$1 SaleS New&Used Creations North 
Lamar/Molly Barr. Furniture, clothes/
shoes, miscellaneous. Donations Ac-
cepted/ Pickup Available. (662)607-
4256 
pets for adoption
Save 9 lIveS! Adopt a rescued cat or 
kitten. www.9livescatrescue.org. 
FOR aDOptION: rescued lab/ pit mix, 
female, friendly, spayed, housebroken, 
10 months old. $100 rehoming fee. 
Please call (901) 833-9585 or (901) 
833-9582. 
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INFORMATION
To place your ad in The 
Daily Mississippian 
Classifieds section, visit: 
http://www.thedmonline.
com/classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct 
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one 
day in advance.  The Daily Mis-
sissippian is published Monday 
through Friday year round, 
when school is in session. 
Classified ads must be 
prepaid.
All major credit cards ac-
cepted.
RATES:
- $ . 25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 
Additional Features 
(Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $ . 50 per 
word 
To place your ad online:
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds
The DM reserves the right to 
refuse ads that appear to of-











CRIMINAL DEFENSE: includes DUI, PUBLIC DRUNK, FAKE 
ID, MIP, AND ALL OTHER ALCOHOL OFFENSES; SPEEDING, RECKLESS DRIVING, 
FAKE DRIVER’S LICENSE, AND ALL OTHER TRAFFIC OFFENSES; EXPIRED TAG, 
NO DRIVER’S LICENSE, AND ALL OTHER MOTOR VEHICLE RELATED OFFENSES; 
POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA, PARAPHERNALIA, AND POSSESSION OR SALE OF 
ALL OTHER ILLEGAL DRUGS; DISTURBING THE PEACE, DISORDERLY CONDUCT, 
SHOPLIFTING, AGGRAVATED ASSAULT, SIMPLE ASSAULT,
AND ALL OTHER CRIMES.
As part of the Fall 2010 Visiting Speaker Series 
the Croft Institute presents
The North Korean Nuclear Crisis 
and Prospects for Peace 
on the Korean Peninsula
Scott Snyder
The Asia Foundation
Monday, November 1 – 7:00 PM – Croft 107
Scott Snyder is Director of the Center for U.S.-Korea 
Policy at The Asia Foundation and a Senior Associate at 
Pacific Forum CSIS.  He is also the Adjunct Senior Fellow 
for Korean Studies at the Council on Foreign Relations 
and is based in Washington, DC.  He lived in Seoul, South 
Korea as Korea Representative of The Asia Foundation 
during 2000-2004.  Previously, he served as a Program 
Officer in the Research and Studies Program of the U.S. 
Institute of Peace, and as Acting Director of The Asia 
Society’s Contemporary Affairs Program.
Croft lectures are free and open to the public.
For more information or if you require assistance relating to a disability,
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GARFIELD           BY JIM DAVIS
THE FUSCO BROTHERS          BY J.C. DUFFY
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BEACON 
      RESTAURANT
Join us for the homecooked
 breakfast, lunch & supper you’ve been missing! Feel free to enjoy our full menu.MONDAY-SATURDAY: 7AM-9PM • 1200 N. Lamar 
chicken alfredo • country 
fried steak w/ gravy • green beans 

































MONDAY   NIGHT   FOOTBALL
PREGAME STARTS AT 5
ALL  YOU  CAN  EAT  BBQ
RIBS • PORK • BAKED BEANS • POTATO SALAD • ALL YOU CAN EAT $10
TM TM
COLTS
The Ole Miss volleyball team re-
turned to their winning ways Sun-
day afternoon by beating South 
Carolina by a score of 3-1 (25-21, 
25-16, 20-25, 25) in Oxford. 
The Rebels (17-6, 11-3 SEC) 
had their seven-match win streak 
snapped by No. 1 Florida by a 
score of 3-0 (12-25, 21-25, 17-25) 
on Friday night. 
“It’s that part of the season where 
we’re going to have to find a way 
to dig deeper and perform a bit 
sharper,” Ole Miss volleyball coach 
Joe Getzin said of the loss to the 
Gators. 
Junior middle blocker Regina 
Thomas, who had a match-high 
12 kills and hit .476 against Flor-
ida, put down eight kills and hit 
.438 on Sunday. Fellow middle 
blocker senior Miranda Kitts, who 
put down eight kills and hit .444 
with zero errors on Friday, recorded 
11 kills and hit .333 against South 
Carolina.
Sophomore outside hitter Allegra 
Wells added 12 kills. Sophomore 
setter Amanda Philpot recorded a 
match-high 41 assists, three shy of 
her career high, with 12 digs.
Ole Miss out-blocked South Car-
olina 12-to-3.
Sunday’s loss put the Gamecocks 
(5-18, 2-11 SEC) on a three-match 
losing streak. South Carolina’s two 
conference wins have come against 
Mississippi State and Kentucky.
Freshman outside hitter Juliette 
Thevenin led the Gamecocks with 
a match-high 18 kills and a .318 
hitting percentage, and senior 
libero Hannah Lawing recorded a 
match-high 21 digs.
The fourth set went back and forth 
until a Kitts kill tied it at 22 and a 
Kitts block gave the Rebels the 23-
22 lead. Ole Miss went on to win 
the match-clinching set 25-23.
“We had some good senior leader-
ship out of Miranda Kitts today,” 
Getzin said.
Ole Miss soccer coach Matt Mott 
had his gotee shaven at halftime 
against South Carolina after losing 
the “Go for the Goat” challenge to 
Getzin.
Friday night was Greek Night at 
the Gillom Center. The Kappa Al-
pha Order won the spirit award and 
will be awarded $500 for charity.
The Rebels return to action Friday 
when they travel to Fayetteville to 
face Arkansas and then to Baton 
Rouge to play LSU  on Sunday.
Volleyball falls to No. 1 Florida, takes 
down South Carolina on weekend
BY KIRBY BARKLEY
The Daily Mississippian
The Ole Miss Rebels lost at home for the first time this season to No. 1 Florida. 
The 3-0 loss was the first in a seven-match winning streak.
AUSTIN MCAFEE | The Daily Mississippian
The Ole Miss soccer team fell 
to Mississippi State, 2-1, Friday 
night to end the regular season.
With the loss, Ole Miss fell to 
7-9-4 (3-5-3 SEC) while Missis-
sippi State improved to 8-12 (1-
10 SEC).
Ole Miss went up 1-0 in the 
47th minute on a goal from Tay-
lor Cunningham. Cunningham 
volleyed in a cross from Chelsea 
Heimann.
Mississippi State tied the game 
in the 59th minute as Kim Pet-
tie scored on a header off a cross 
in the six-yard box from Jasmine 
Simmons.
The Bulldogs took the lead in 
the 77th minute on a goal from 
Kat Walsh. Danielle Kite crossed 
the ball from the right side of the 
box to the left. An Ole Miss de-
fender initially deflected the pass 
but Elisabeth Sullivan collected 
the ball and found Walsh.
In the 13th minute Zehra Syed 
got played a ball across the top 
of the box and fired a shot to 
the top right corner, but keeper 
Sarah Story was able to make the 
save.
Two minutes later, Taylor Cun-
ningham took the ball from 
midfield and had two defenders 
chasing her, but her shot attempt 
from 30 yards out went wide 
right.
In the 27th minute, Story again 
made a diving save to keep the 
Bulldogs off the board. Mis-
sissippi State’s Walsh hit a shot 
from the top of the box that 
looked like it had Story beat, but 
she recovered and made a diving 
save for the Rebels.
Ole Miss ended the game with 
15 shots while Mississippi State 
finished with 25. Taylor Cun-
ningham led the Rebels with five 
shots. Story made seven saves in 
goal.
Soccer falls to Mississippi State 2-1 on the road
OLE MISS SPORTS INFORMATION
Those in attendance of Satur-
day’s game between Auburn and 
Ole Miss likely got the feeling that 
the Ole Miss administration was 
expecting a much different result 
than the Tigers’ 51-31 drubbing of 
the Rebels. 
There was a smorgasbord of gim-
mickry during the game: a new 
defensive cheer, the premiere of 
a 3-D athletics video at halftime, 
multiple Ole Miss NFLers in town 
and even the debut of “secret” grey 
jerseys that weren’t much of a se-
cret as the week went by. 
All of that was well and good, 
but the gimmicks did nothing to 
change the play of the Rebels. In-
stead of different, Ole Miss played 
the same frustrating and medio-
cre football they’ve played all year 
long.
Mistakes and bad tackling ran 
rampant Saturday night in Ox-
ford, especially on the defensive 
side of the ball. Afterwards, safety 
Fon Ingram appeared to be tired 
of it.
“We’ve just got to be hungry 
now,” Ingram said. “We’ve got to 
be able to eat every game. We can’t 
be playing, laughing all the time; 
everything’s got to be serious. We 
can’t have any more lack of execu-
tion. There can’t be anymore ‘My 
bads’ and ‘My faults.’ That’s get-
ting us embarrassed.”
Ole Miss came into the game fo-
cused on limiting Cam Newton on 
the ground, but that focus allowed 
for running backs Michael Dyer 
and Onterrio McCalebb, along 
with Newton’s arm, to ravage the 
Ole Miss defense to the tune of 
572 total yards of offense.
Those 572 yards included 180 
on the ground for Dyer and 99 for 
McCalebb. Overall, Ole Miss held 
Newton to 45-yards rushing and 
209 through the air, but he had 
two passing touchdowns and also 
caught a TD on a trick play. 
“We tried to make it a one-di-
mensional game and cut Newton 
off from running,” Ole Miss de-
fensive coordinator Tyrone Nix 
said. “We did a good job of that, 
but we struggled everywhere else. 
We challenged them to see if he 
could complete some passes and 
apparently he’s as good a passer as 
he is a runner.”
Missed tackles and blown cover-
age in the secondary along with 
little pressure on Newton allowed 
Auburn to have a field day against 
a battered and undermanned Ole 
Miss defense. But the defense 
was not the only unit to struggle. 
Special teams, which seems to 
be a weekly trouble spot this sea-
son, came back to bite the Rebels 
again.
For the second straight week, the 
Rebels allowed a 95-yard or more 
kickoff return for a touchdown, 
this time a 95-yarder to Auburn’s 
Demond Washington. Ole Miss 
coach Houston Nutt was beyond 
frustrated with the unit’s effort.
“That’s the thing you just can’t 
have happen,” Nutt said. “You 
can’t have a kickoff break out like 
that. It breaks your spirit, breaks 
your back. And we had chances to 
tackle the guy. You’ve got to make 
plays. We’ve got to do a better 
job.”
For weeks, there have been flash-
es of a really good Ole Miss foot-
ball team at times, but after eight 
games and a 3-5 record, it’s time to 
wonder whether that is all they are 
– flashes. At this point in time, this 
2010 team is not a good one. The 
Rebels need to win three of their 
next four to become bowl eligible, 
which is becoming bleaker by the 
week.
After almost every game, it’s 
been missed tackles, missed as-
signments and mistakes that have 
cost Ole Miss on the field, and if 
those were fixed the Rebels would 
win some games. But the mistakes 
haven’t been fixed, and this Ole 
Miss team is no different than it 
was the against Jacksonville State 
in that respect. 
Those mistakes and deficiencies 
can’t be covered up and fixed with 
new uniforms or 3-D videos, no 
matter how much the administra-
tion may want them to be.
BY BENNETT HIPP
The Daily Mississippian
Commentary: Mistakes doom Rebels...again
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ADDISON DENT | The Daily Mississippian Ole Miss running back Jeff Scott sprints past defenders during his 83 yard touchdown run on the second play of the game. 
Scott rushed for 134 yards and a touchdown in Saturday’s 51-31 loss against the top-ranked Auburn Tigers.
Auburn quarterback Cam New-
ton validated his status as the Heis-
man Trophy frontrunner as his No. 
1 Tigers defeated Ole Miss 51-31 
on Saturday.
“It was a great win for us,” Au-
burn coach Gene Chizik said. “I 
can’t say enough about our football 
team week in and week out trying 
to find ways to win. I really felt like 
our football team stepped up to the 
plate.”
The Rebels (3-5, 1-4 SEC) gave 
the fifth-largest crowd in school 
history a reason to cheer early when 
they grabbed a 7-0 lead on an 83-
yard touchdown run by freshman 
running back Jeff Scott just 27 sec-
onds into the contest.
Auburn (9-0, 6-0 SEC) respond-
ed less than two minutes later on a 
trick play. The Tigers’ wide receiver 
Kodi Burns, a one-time starter at 
QB for Auburn, completed a 20-
yard touchdown pass to the 6-foot-
7-inch Newton, who out-fought 
cornerback Jeremy McGee in the 
end zone for the score. 
The score was tied at 14 after the 
first quarter of play.
“You have to give Auburn a lot of 
credit,” Scott said. “Their coaches 
did a great job coaching them up 
and their players went out and 
executed. Cam (Newton), he’s a 
pretty good quarterback. It’s kind 
of hard to contain him. It’s hard to 
stop him. I think they can win a 
national championship.”
With Auburn leading 17-14, Ole 
Miss defensive end Jason Jones 
recovered a fumble by running 
back Onterio McCalebb at the Ti-
gers’ 25-yard line. But, the Rebels 
weren’t able to capitalize on the 
good field position as quarterback 
Jeremiah Masoli’s pass intended for 
wide receiver Markeith Summers 
was intercepted by defensive back 
Demond Washington on the Au-
burn two-yard line. 
“(Washington) had good cov-
erage,” Masoli said of the play. 
“I should have thrown it a little 
higher, just given him a jump ball 
but like coach said, that was my 
fault, my mistake. I can’t do that. 
That was a big turning point in the 
game I think. If we go and score 
right there that’s a big momentum 
boost for us because we had come 
off that turnover.”
While the Rebels were able to 
hang with the top team in the Bowl 
Championship Series in the initial 
stages of the game, Ole Miss trailed 
34-17 at the half after being out-
scored 20-3 in the second quarter. 
Auburn earned 16 first downs, 
348 yards of total offense and 
converted on seven of nine third-
downs during the first half. Mean-
while, the Rebel defense wasn’t able 
to force the Tigers to punt until less 
than three minutes left in the third 
quarter.
“The bottom line is that we gave 
up a couple of big plays that you 
can’t give up against any team and 
especially a good team like Au-
burn,” Rebels defensive coordina-
tor Tyrone Nix said.
After dropping three straight 
games, the Rebels must win three 
out of the four remaining games 
on their schedule to earn a bowl 
bid. 
“We’ve got to come together,” 
Rebels linebacker D.T. Shackel-
ford said. “We work hard for good 
results but like I said, it’s life, man, 
and everything isn’t always going to 
go your way.”  
Ole Miss falls flat against No. 1 Auburn
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